Pres 


by Michael Scott 


The Louisiana State Legislature 
concluded a special session on Tuesday, 
Nov. 22, to determine reductions in the 
state budget following the $1 billion gap 
left by hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The 
budget proposal, named House Bill 156, 
discussed the reductions in appropria- 
tions for the 2005-2006 fiscal year. The 
reductions, which approach nearly $600 
million, include a nearly $67 million de- 
crease in funding for higher education. 
The Louisiana State University Board of 
Supervisors faces a decrease of $37.6 
million, the largest of all reductions 
faced by Louisiana's university systems. 

“Thirty percent 
of the state’s rev- 


during which the budget may change 
again. 

“We're going to protect our faculty 
and staff,” said Ferrell. “[The cuts] will 
have no direct effect on the classroom.” 

According to Ferrell, the cuts will 
not affect any student activities or ath- 
letics, both of which are sustained by 
auxiliary funding. Ferrell also said that 
the work week for faculty and staff will 
not be reduced, even though schools 
such as the University of Louisiana in 
Lafayette will be moving to a four-and- 
a-half day week. 

In order to deal with the shortage of 
state funding, LSUS will be taking steps 
towards saving money as opposed to 
making the students pay more. Accord- 

ing to Ferrell, the 


enue is gone,” said first step is a hiring 
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What does. this 
mean for LSUS? Ac- 
cording to Ferrell, 
exactly one half of 
LSUS’ funding 
comes from _ the 
state, with the other 
half consisting of 
student tuition and 
self-generated rev- 
enue such as library fees and continuing 
education programs. The half which 
derives from the state could face a de- 
crease of 3 to 10 percent. The cuts, 
which are required by the state’s consti- 
tution that mandates a balanced budget, 
will take effect immediately. 

“We'll rebound from this,” said Fer- 
rell. “We'll be bigger, better and 
stronger.” 

According to Ferrell, this is the 2ist 
set of budget reductions made in the 
last 23 years, and the cuts may not be 
finished just yet. The revenue estimat- 
ing board is set to meet again in January, 
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effect on the classroom.” 


from offering and 
filling faculty posi- 
tions for the next 
fiscal year. Another 
step is to take back 
7 scholarships which 
iio go unclaimed 
eed throughout the se- 
mester. 

“This will have 
an effect in the long term,” said Ferrell. 
“We'll deal with it the best we can with- 
out affecting positions.” 

The university system isn’t the only 
education-related expense to face cuts. 
The Louisiana Office of Student Finan- 
cial Assistance is facing a decrease, with 
the TOPS scholarship fund being re- 
duced by $630,000. 

“If they make major cuts, they’ll 
lose students to other states,” said Betty 
McCrary, director of financial aid at 
LSUS. “I think they can absorb the 
cost.” 

According to McCrary, the TOPS 
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scholarship will still be intact for those 
attendimg college in Louisiana. Mc- 
Crary said she has not seen any cuts in 
the momey awarded and that the cost 
will be absorbed. Because of the hiring 
freeze, McCrary is unable to fill a coun- 
selor pesition. 

“Its going to put me in a pinch at 
registration,” she said. 

Due to the destruction of hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita, energy costs have in- 
creased greatly. According to Ferrell, 
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LSUS runs the most efficient energy op- 
eration in the state. However, because 
of the rising costs of natural gas, stu- 
dents will be paying an energy sur- 
charge in the spring. 

“It's something I don’t like to do,” 
said Ferrell. “I’m forced between a rock 
and a hard place.” 

The surcharge has only been imple- 
mented at LSUS three times, while other 
universities charge every semester, 
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is an Arabic word meaning “great” or “ ic.” It is also 
the title of a book written by the ancient astronomer Ptolemy who is 


pictured on the front page of our paper. 


Editorial Policy 

The information presented in this publication by no means reflects 
the opinions of the administration or staff of LSUS. The Aimagest seeks to 
provide information for the LSUS campus and community; to involve 
students, faculty and staff; and to provide a public forum for ideas as 
guaranteed in the First Amendment of the Constitution. Comments and 
complaints are welcome and should be addressed to Nikki Neal, Editor- 
in-Chief. They must be accompanied by your full name and e-mail ad- 
dress, 


“ 


Letters Policy 

Letters to the Editor are encouraged. However, the staff reserves the 
right to edit letters for clarity, length, and content. Any letter submitted 
by a club or organization must be signed by all members of the group or 
by the group’s president. Letters should be submitted to the Almagest of- 
fice, BH 344, by 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the Thursday publication 
date. Plosee'eype the letter und incloas jes clueellication aid sasfoe The 
Almagest reserves the right not to publish submitted materials. Obscene, 
libelous and anonymous letters will not be printed. 


The Almagest is published on Thursday mornings and is printed by the 
Natchitoches Times. 


Corrections 


In the Nov. 3 issue the Midnight Madness story was credited 
to Greg Willliams, P.J. Williamson actually wrote the story. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Hurricanes Katrina and Rita inflicted massive 
property damage on many of Louisiana's college 
and university campuses; and thousands of stu- 
dents, faculty and staff were displaced, some 
possibly never to return. Now, the state's overall 
fiscal crisis resulting from these disasters has ne- 
cessitated action that will further affect our cam- 
puses. Recently, the Louisiana Board of Regents 
submitted a plan to trim $66.6 million from 
Louisiana's postsecondary education budget. 
That plan addresses our share of the state's near- 
term shortfall. We have also identified opportu- 
nities to address the future of Louisiana's 
colleges and universities. Over the next 60 days 
we will take other measures and propose long- 
term strategies to engender sustainable financial 
health for postsecondary education. 


To be sure, the effects of the budget cuts we have 
proposed will be real and visible. We are never- 
theless committed to a brighter future, confident 
that even with these setbacks higher education 
in Louisiana will recover, along with our state. 
Even in these difficult times the postsecondary 
education community wants to send a strong 
message to students, faculty and staff : We will 
recover, and we will battle back, because a quali- 
ty postsecondary education system is critical to 
sustainable economic vitality for Louisiana. 


We appeal to our displaced students to return to 
college here. We encourage students who have 


not re-enrolled to do so soon. We pledge to work 
with students to develop accommodating sched- 
ules and to ensure that postsecondary education 
remains affordable. We also appeal to our facul- 
ties to weather these trying times with us. As 
Louisiana rebuilds, there will be opportunities 
and challenges requiring the kind of innovation, 
research, invention, teaching and productivity 
that only higher education can provide. 


The viability of our colleges and universities is 
critical to Louisiana's recovery. These institu- 
tions are the engines of economic growth, the 
major providers of instruction and training, the 
primary source of our health care workforce, the 
chief agents of discovery through research, the 
accreditors of competency and skills and the 
transmitters of cultural heritage. Louisiana's 
postsecondary education community is working 
hard to ensure that every decision we make is 
aimed at the long-term welfare of our citizens. 
We look forward to rebuilding Louisiana togeth- 
er. 


E. Joseph Savoie 

Louisiana Commissioner of Higher Education 
P.O. Box 3677 

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3677 


irls & SPORTS 


ee 


Campus News 


“A lmagest 


Thursday, December 1, 2005 3 


LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


We've reached the end of 
the semester, and I know peo- 
ple are eager to finish final ex- 
ams so they can enjoy the 
holiday break. I, as well as 
everyone else on the Almagest 
staff, hope everyone has a great 
time during our much-de- 
served time off from school. 

Our readers have noticed 
many changes we’ve made to 
the Almagest throughout this 
semester. We started the school 
year out with a brand new de- 
sign and different sections in- 
cluded in the paper. Many of 
you have given us great feed- 
back—both positive and nega- 
tive—that we have all 
appreciated. Please keep the 
comments and suggestions 
coming. 

Look out for even more 
changes that will be taking 
place next spring. I will not be 


returning as Editor-in-Chief of 
the Almagest. After two years 
of working for the paper, I’m 
handing leadership over to Eric 
Pulsifer. My time with the pa- 
per has given me valuable ex- 
perience, but it’s time to move 
on. With only one more semes- 
ter to go until my graduation, 
I'm taking some time to focus 
on my future career. 

I wish the best of luck to 
the remaining staff members, 
and I hope our readers will 
continue to offer their input to 
help make the Almagest the 
best paper possible. 


Nikki Neal 
Editor-in-Chief 


The Almagest wishes 
all students good luck 


on their final exams. 


Have a safe and happy 
holiday break! 


LSUS gains new registrar, director 


by Stevie Silva 


The Admissions and 
Records Office welcomed its 
newest member, Mickey Diez, 
on Oct. 24. Diez is the new 
Registrar and Director of the 
Admissions and Records Of- 
fice. 

Since June of 2000, Diez 
was the Assistant Director of 
Records and Registration at 
Nicholls State University in 
Thibodaux, La. After five years 
as Assistant Director, Diez felt 
it was time to advance his ca- 
reer and felt LSUS was a uni- 
versity which would help him 
achieve his career goals. 

“LSUS was a good institu- 
tion for me,” said Diez. “I al- 
ready had a favorable opinion 
of the university, so as soon as 
the position opened, I was defi- 
nitely interested.” 

Even though he has more 
responsibilities and is at a new 
campus, Diez plans to live up 
to the challenges of his new po- 
sition. 

“This is a step up from my 
previous job,” said Diez... “I 
have more responsibility with 
this career advancement. This 
is an opportunity for me to get 
a more broad prospective of the 
university, especially in the 
area of student enrollment.” 

As Registrar, Diez will try 
to maintain the integrity of the 
academic records and of the 


Mickey Diez, new registrar 
and director of the 
Admissions and Records 
office 


students. 

“The students want accu- 
rate records as much as the uni- 
versity does,” said Diez. 

Diez will also enforce uni- 
versity policies, rules and regu- 
lations. He has to make sure 
that the policies, rules and reg- 
ulations are all followed consis- 
tently across the board. 

As Director of Admissions 
and Records, Diez helps with 
the recruiting efforts of the uni- 
versity and the students’ initial 
enrollment into LSUS. 

After searching through 
many candidates, Gloria 
Raines, vice chancellor of Stu- 
dent Affairs, hired Diez. Raines 
is very excited about her 


newest staff member. 

“Of the four candidates 
that were interviewed, in my 
mind, Diez was the most quali- 
fied,” said Raines. “I am very 
pleased to have him. He is a 
highly qualified individual and 
very student oriented. He did a 
superb job at Nicholls, and I’m 
sure he will do the same here.” 

Raines used a search com- 
mittee to find the most quali- 
fied candidates from across the 
country. The search committee 
consisted of students, faculty 
and administration. 

The open position was 
posted online where qualified 
persons could view it. Then the 
search committee went through 
the candidates’ applications 
and résumés and narrowed 
them down to just a few candi- 
dates. The candidates had to 
come to the LSUS campus for a 
full day of interviews with sev- 
eral staff, faculty and adminis- 
trators. 

“Our responsibility was to 
funnel the candidates in and 
screen the best ones,” said 
Paula Lewis, chair of the search 
committee, “The committee 
helps us to get different per- 
spectives.” 

With the help of the search 
committee, Raines was able to 
decide on Diez as the new Reg- 
istrar and Director of the Ad- 
missions and Records Office. 


Telethon uses film footage from LSUS production class 


by Stevie Silva 


Students from MCOM 375, 
a television production class, 
produced stories highlighting 
services provided by Christian 
Service. The stories will be 
aired on Time Warner's annual 
telethon on Channel 6 from 
Dec. 5-7. 

The students of MCOM 375 
will also work at the telethon. 
They will be behind the scenes 
as well as in front of the cam- 
era. 

Gloria Horning, associate 
professor of broadcast journal- 
ism and documentaries, is the 
professor of MCOM 375. This is 
the first semester that this class 


has been offered at LSUS which 
enables the students get actual 
production experience. 

“T never thought I'd live to 
see something like that pro- 
duced here,” said Dr. John 
Nolan, chair of the communica- 
tions department, about the 
telethon tapes produced in 
Horning’s class. 

“Now the whole communi- 
ty will see the students’ work,” 
said Horning. “Instead of only 
the teacher seeing the work on 
paper and not actually pro- 
duced.” 

The telethon will raise 
funds for Christian Service Pro- 
grams. Christian Service helps 
to feed and house the homeless. 


Its programs include Hospitali- 
ty House, which serves 200 hot 
meals per day, and Herbert 
House, which provides rooms 
for 14 male residents and one 
staff member. 

Other programs are Moth- 
er Stewart House, which pro- 
vides rooms for 14 female 
residents and one staff mem- 
ber, and Samaritan Homes, 
which are homes for homeless 
persons and families. Christian 
Service also offers assistance in 
emergency situations. 

“During the three days of 
the telethon we hope to help 
viewers to understand what 
Christian Service provides and 
how important they are to 


Shreveport/Bossier,” said 
Horning. 

Horning wanted to find 
something that her students 
could do to help the victims of 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

“LSUS sheltered evacuees 
from the hurricanes earlier this 
semester, and Dr. Horning 
thought that students at LSUS 
should get involved,” said De- 
loris Wright, secretary of the 
English department and stu- 
dent. “I suggested for them to 
focus on Christian Service, 
which offers shelter to anyone.” 

Horning and Wright not 
only put together an effort with 
the telethon, but Wright also 
asked the president of the Eng- 


lish Club, Loretta Casteen, to 
get the English Club to donate 
to the effort. The English Club 
agreed to donate the funds 
from one of their two annual 
book sales to Christian Service 
during the live portion of the 
telethon on Dec. 6. 
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Blackboard costs may increase In coming years 


Funds could come from Student Technology Fee 


by Mike Schwalke 


Last month when the Technology 
Fee Committee met members were 
faced with a shocking surprise—the li- 
censing fee for the Blackboard program 
would swell from $9,500 to a whop- 
ping $65,000. Currently Blackboard is 
funded by the student Technology Fee. 

Blackboard Inc., distributor of the 
program, has recently unveiled its new 
suite of programs, Blackboard 7.0. 
LSUS runs Blackboard 5.5. Aside from 
the licensing fee, LSUS would also 
have to upgrade their servers, acquir- 
ing two more at $18,000 each. 

“That's a huge chunk of the Tech- 
nology Fee,” said Lacey Spencer, senior 
biology major. Spencer is the Student 
Government Association president and 
a member of the Technology Fee Com- 
mittee. 

The version of Blackboard used by 
LSUS is a basic version. The new ver- 
sion has several additional features. 

“{Blackboard, Inc.] is folding 
everything into the campus-wide [ex- 
panded] version,” said Shelby Keith, 
director of Computing Services. 
“Would these features be utilized? 


That's really the question, whether we 
need that or not.” 

Fortunately, LSUS students can 
voice their opinions as to how the Tech- 
nology Fee can be spent by submitting 
proposals to the committee and by at- 
tending committee meetings. 

Blackboard, Inc. has also extended 
some clemency to LSUS. According to 
Keith, the licensing fee will be kept at 
the current $9,500 for 2006. In 2007, the 
licensing fee will go up to $12,000—a 
modest increase. Also, the ability to li- 
cense the basic version will be kept 
open indefinitely. 

Keith reported that Computing 
Services intends to purchase one of the 
new $18,000 servers next year. This will 
allow LSUS to run Blackboard 6.3 
which has a few additional features. 

Still, debate over Blackboard re- 
mains open. 

“I try to use it as little as possible,” 
said Spencer. 

Mike Pizzolato, senior fine arts ma- 
jor, is also a member of the Technology 
Fee Committee. He believes that Black- 
board is an excellent service and hopes 
that the program will remain in use. 
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> Least expensive Washington Semester in the nation 


> Six hours of academic credit in political science or 
American Studics, including internships 


> Open to all students, regardless of major, year in 
school, or school of normal attendance 


> No out-of-state tuition; stay in hotel in downtown 
DC 


There are two large fixed costs: double occupancy 
hotel room (approximately $912), and tuition fees 
($690). Transportation to and from DC as well as 
meals, are up to participants to arrange as well as 

some minor expenses. 


DEADLINES: 
$400 deposit due DECEMBER 1, 2005. This 


guarantees a slot on the “Washington Semester” and 
applies to your hotel/ tuition fee. It is non-refundable. 


Balance for hotel/tuition is due MARCH 15, 2006 


For further information: 
Dr. William D. Pederson, Resident Director 
Washington Semester Program 
Louisiana State University in Shreveport 
One University Place, 321 BH 
Shreveport, LA 71115-2301 
(318) 797-3138 fax: (318) 795-4203 
email wpederso@lsus.cdu of visit website www.lsus.cdu/ 

lincoln/washington.asp 
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Road trip ‘great experience’ for LSUS Pilot’s 


Men’s basketball team comes up short at three exhibition games 


by Greg Williams 

The LSUS men’s basketball 
team had a tough road trip over 
the last two weeks. The exhibi- 
tion road trip consisted of three 
games against Division I oppo- 
nents LSU, Arkansas and Mc- 
Neese State University. 

According to Doug Robin- 
son, athletic director, “It was a 
great experience for the univer- 
sity and the players.” 

The Pilots who are current- 
ly undefeated with six wins in 
regular season play lost all 
three of their exhibition games. 
In the first exhibition game 
they played the McNeese State 
Cowboys but lost 99-88 on Noy. 
10. The Pilots were led in scor- 


ing by Josh Porter who scored 
32 points. Pilots teammate 
Fredericko Payne, who entered 
the game averaging 31.5 points 
per game, 
points. 
The second game on the 


was held to 14 


road trip was played against 
the University of Arkansas on 
Noy, 14 which the Pilots lost 
120-79. In this game the pilots 
played against potential top 10 
NBA draft pick Ronnie Brewer. 
The Pilots defense held Ronnie 
Brewer to only 15 points and 
five rebounds. Josh Porter led 
the Pilots with 21 points. 
According to Robinson, 
“We received e-mails from the 
University of Arkansas fans 
that talked about how they 
liked our program and what 


good character our players 
showed.” 

The last game on the three- 
game road trip was a battle 
against the LSU Tigers on Nov. 
16 in Baton Rouge. The Pilots 
finished their road trips with 
their third straight loss to LSU 
122-58 at the Pete Maravaich 
Assembly Center. The Pilots 
were led in scoring by Derrick 
Sowell Pilots with 15 points in 
15 minutes of play. 

The Pilots ranked number 
10 in the NAIA, averaging 


about 114 points a game. Fred- 
ericko Payne, senior guard, 
leads the team in scoring with 
about 30 points a game. 

Payne said, “The Pilots 
looked at the road trip as just 
another road trip.” 

Payne also talked about the 
Division I players. 

“Division I players are a lit- 
tle bigger and stronger, and 
they have big men that can 
shoot,” said Payne. 

According to Pilot's assis- 
tant coach Derrick Greene, 
these games also gave the team 
a chance to play against some 
of the top players in the coun- 


“It also gave us a chance to 
play in front of a big crowd and 
a big arena,” said Greene, 

From the players perspec- 
tive it was a good road trip also. 

“The road trip for the Pilots 
was good for the team because 
it helped us and gave us confi- 
dence as a team,” said Payne. 


SPORTS UPDATE 


Introducing Zeno™, your new 
secret weapon in the war on 
pimples. When the occasional 
pimple strikes, strike back with 
Zeno. In clinical trials, 90 
percent of blemishes treated 
with Zeno disappeared or faded 
within 24 hours. The secret? 
Zeno applies a precisely 
controlled dose of heat directly = = 
to the pimple-leaving you with ZENO 
normal, healthy skin. Clearly outsmarts pimples” 


Exclusively at 
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FANDANGO 
www. REGMOVIES.com 
1 (600)-FANDANGO 
Express Code 1725# 


Student 
Discounts 
Available 


at theatre box office 


BRIDGES TO 
BEAUTY 


R. Mcintyre Bridges, Jr., MD - Board Certified 
318-219-8555 bridgestobeauty.com 
4300 Youree Drive, Suite 300 
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In other news 


Man swallows 67 hamburgers 

On Nov. 23, competitive eater Takeru Kobayashi 
swallowed 67 hamburgers in eight minutes to win 
$10,000 and retain his title as Krystal Burger Square 
Off World Hamburger Eating Champion. The Japan- 
ese man finished 69 burgers in the 2004 contest. He 
also holds the title of hot dog-eating champion, after 
eating 49 hot dogs in 12 minutes at the Nathan's Fa- 
mous Fourth of July International Hot Dog-Eating 


Contest at Coney Island, N.Y. 


Thieves target Hondas in Nebraska 

Auto parts thievery is on a ride in the Midwest. Be- 
tween Nov. 7 and Nov. 25, four Lincoln, Neb., resi- 
dents reparted auto parts thefts. The reports were 
unusual because each car was missing the same 
items—the driver's side and passenger side doors. 
According|to Lancaster County Sheriff’s Sgt. Andy 
Stebbing, of the four cars reported, three were Honda 


Civics and ‘one was a Honda Accord. 
a 


! 

Pilot lands plane on highway 

A pilot whose engine died looked around for a 
smooth emergency landing spot and spotted just 
what he needed—a four-lane highway that wasn't 
busy. Frank Smith, 87, of New Hill, N.C., was flying 
his home-built aircraft at 8,500 feet when he lost pow- 
er on Nov. 18. He saw that traffic on a stretch of U.S. 1 
was light enough for him to land in the southbound 
lanes without endangering any vehicles. Although 
Smith landed safely on U.S. 1, he was given a ticket 
by the highway patrol. 


Surfers set world record in Brazil 

A group of 42 surfers set a world record on Nov. 24 
by riding the same wave at a beach in Rio de Janeiro. 
The surfers, all on their own boards, rode a 1.5-meter 
wave side by side at Praia da Macumba, breaking the 
previous record of 38 set in 2002. The record was rec- 
ognized by representatives of the Guinness Book of 
World Records in Brazil and is expected to be ratified 
in about two months by Guinness officials in Lon- 
don. 
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Man captures poisonous snake 

A man caught a rare, 5.4-meter-long poisonous king 
cobra using just his hands after firefighters and a 
team of volunteers failed to capture it outside a 
school in northern Malaysia on Nov. 22. After fire- 
fighters spent about an hour trying to capture the co- 
bra hiding among bushes at a rehabilitation center 
for juvenile delinquents, Mohamad Shaiful, 21, who 
performs at snake shows, took 10 minutes and used 
no nets or other equipment, just his hands. 
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Lingerie store uses live mannequins 

In Augusta, Maine, window shopping is attracting a 
lot more guys than usual. A lingerie store called 
Spellbound is grabbing attention with live models in 
the window. The "live mannequins" model the store's 
merchadise on a runway-type display in the store 
window. Some people have complained, but police 
say there is nothing illegal about the lingerie models. 
According to Augusta police, the lingerie models are 
breaking no laws as long as they remain dressed 
while in the store window. 
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LSUS may soon acquire Worley Observatory 


by Stevie Silva 


The Caddo Parish School 
Board may be giving the Worley 
Observatory to LSUS. If LSUS 
takes the observatory, they will try 
to rebuild and enlarge the facility. 

The Worley Observatory was 
constructed by the 
Shreveport/Bossier Astronomy So- 
ciety in 1964. The club members 
hand-built a 16-inch reflector tele- 
scope which uses a mirror. The 
club also put a 6-inch refractor tel- 
escope which uses a lens. 

According to Dr. Cran Lucas, 
professor of biological sciences, 
the reflector telescope is no longer 
useable. 

“We want to get newer tele- 
scopes that are as large as the re- 
flector telescope but more 
capable,” said Lucas. 

Not only are the telescopes 
out-dated and unusable, the facili- 
ty itself is in bad shape. 

“The observatory needs to be 
torn down,” said Dr. Laura Whit- 
lock, professional astronomer and 
assistant professor of physics. “It 
is, in my opinion, unsafe. There is 
inadequate electricity and no In- 


Stress Free Zone 


Massage therapists from Blue Cliff 


College in Shreveport gave 


stressed-out students a chance to 


relax with free massages. 


Stress Free Zone offers students a 
break from the tension of the last 


week of the semester and the 


dread of next week's final exams. 


Members of the Student Activities 
Board were on hand giving out free 
scantrons, blue books, highlighters, 


pumpkin pie and hot cocoa. 


Many students took advantage of 
a chance to unwind and take a 


break from preparing for final 


exams on Tuesday for SAB's Stress 


Free Zone. 


The stress-free activities continue to- 
day in the University Center Lobby 


during Common Hour. 


ternet connections. It is no longer 
useable.” 

Whitlock hired two consult- 
ants to examine the building. They 
both concluded that it would cost 
more to fix up the observatory 
than to start over. 

Whitlock and others built a de- 
sign to serve the needs of students, 
faculty and the community. 

“We have a preliminary de- 
sign of the new building that 
would sit on six acres instead of 
just one,” said Whitlock. “Our goal 
is to create a facility that will be an 
asset to the school and the commu- 
nity.” 

“The new observatory would 
serve us well for lectures, classes 
and programs for K-12 schools,” 
said Whitlock. “Something could 
go on 24/7 regardless of the weath- 
er. I hate it when we book a star 
party and have to cancel it because 
of the weather.” 

One issue that Whitlock faced 
was whether to rebuild the obser- 
vatory where it is or to move it. Be- 
cause it is in the middle of 
privately owned corn fields, LSUS 
must have the consent of the land 
owners to expand from the current 


one acre up to the needed six 
acres. 

With the new building, the ob- 
servatory would be large enough 
to house more people for the star 
parties—viewing of stars and 
planets at night time. 

“We want to be able to do re- 
search, not just be limited to pro- 
fessionals and public schools using 
the facility,” said Lucas. “We want 
to create an educational facility 
where students can do research as 
well.” 

The goal is to raise enough 
money to rebuild a state-of-the-art 
facility with all the new technolo- 
gy. Because grants only give mon- 
ey for the hardware and 
technology needed, LSUS must 
find a way to raise the money for 
the actual building. 

Dr. Paul Sisson, dean of the 
college of sciences, said that he is 
completely behind Whitlock. 

“I will support and help them 
to get the funding,” said Sisson. 
“I'd like to see their plans come to 
life. Dr. Whitlock has done a great 
job to get people aware of the facil- 


ity.” 
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by eric pulsiter 


In alphabetical order, 30 of the best songs this year 
The full list is below; some are explained here. 
Brazilian Girls - “Don't Stop” 

Don't like electronic music? You will. 
Though none of the band are from Brazil and 
there’s only one female in the bunch, this 
catchy beyond belief song is sexy to the core 
and a guilty pleasure anyone can enjoy. 

Bright Eyes = “First Day of My Life” 

Probably the best love song of the year. 
While the whole of Conor Oberst's country- 
filled album is packed with goose bump-in- 
spiring moments (from the opening with a 
story of a plane crashing that suddenly trans- 
forms into a toetapping country number to 
“Lua,” a quiet tearjerker of an acoustic song 
that'll make you want to slit your wrists be- 
fore reaching its sobering conclusion) “First 
Day of My Life” is an obvious stand out. 
Common - “Be” 

Rather than opening with a weak skit or 
some other album-filling ploy, Commons al- 
bum-opening title track “Be” starts off strong 
with a two-and-a-half minute soulful upper- 
cut that serves as a reminder of why Com- 
mon is one of the most talented MCs today. 

Copeland - “No One Really Wins” 

On basis of artistic merit, Copeland isn't 
anything special. Emo is a musical junk food. 
And while the sagging genre seems to have 
more staying power than these damn bird 
diseases that are gonna kill us all, “No One 


Copeland's sensitive ways established with 
their debut seemed in danger after this, their 
sophomore album's relatively grimy opening 
track. However, 60 seconds in, it was clear 
the boys of Copeland were back to their 
clean, bouncy ways. Emo kids rejoice. 

Fiona Apple - “Extraordinary Machine” 

Forget what you know about Fiona Ap- 
ple. Throw her emaciated frame and annoy- 
ing rantings out with the countless times you 
heard “Criminal” back in ‘96. “Extraordinary 
Machine” is a sharp, orchestra-driven tune 
that opens up Apple's long-delayed third al- 
bum. 

Kanye West - “Heard 'Em Say” 

While the insane catchiness and seem- 
ingly never-ending popularity of “Golddig- 
ger” may leave it as the most memorable cut 
from “Late Registration,” Kanye's work with 
composer Jon Brion and Maroon 5's Adam 
Levine on “Heard 'Em Say” makes for one of 
the most beautiful moments in music this 
year. It's easily the most accessible rap song 
of the year for fans of any genre. 

Okkervil River - “For Real” 

A screeching, slightly folky rock throat 
stomp, “For Real” is a bloody success as is 
the band’s remarkable album “Black Sheep 
Boy.” Will Sheff's shaky voice cries out a 
“thirst for real blood” over some smooth 
keys and fiery bursts of distorted guitar. 
Sufjan Stevens — “John Wayne Gacy, Jr”. 

While Sufjan's latest “Illinois” is ar- 


guably the album of the year, (trust me on 
this folks—you'll be seeing it in your trendy 
music magazine of choice's Top 10 lists this 
month) this is the song to win over the skep- 
tics. Though vastly different from most of the 
album's cheery, horn-filled tunes, it's a sad 
tale of a serial killer. By the time Sufjan hits 
the second high and trembly “oh my God” 
you'll be reaching for the repeat button. 

The Game (feat. 50 Cent) - “Hate; It Or Love It” 

While the Game may not have been the 
return to gangsta rap's N.W.A. days that the 
pre-release buzz made him out to be, this 
team up with-on-again, off-again comrade/ 
mortal enemy 50 Cent was one the most re- 
freshing songs in hip-hop this year. 

The Gol Team - “Junior Kickstart” 

Online since early this year, The Go! 
Team's debut is a mash-up of sunny styles 
that is picking up steam after its stateside re- 
lease last month. If you've still missed out on 
the buzz, here's your chance not to be com- 
pletely oblivious. 

The Headphones - “Hot Girls” 

The Headphones is to David Bazan of 
Pedro the Lion as the Postal Service is to Ben 
Gibbard of Death Cab for Cutie. Sort of. An 
electronic side project of occasionally potty- 
mouthed and therefore controversial Christ- 
ian songwriter David Bazan, it stays true to 
Pedro the Lion's dismal tones and dark song- 
writing and is a return to the flawless catalog 
of Bazan's work pre-“Achilles Heel.” 
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Chris: Well, | would like to start by thank- 
ing everyone who thought we did a good 
job this semester. We hope to see you 
again next time. 


Derrick: Let's not forget about the people 
who hated our reviews; without them we 
would have nothing to shoot for. 


Chris; The fourth installment of “Harry 
Potter” was by far one of the best in the 
series. A lot of teenage angst and pubes- 
cent tension and drama, not to mention 
more violence, made the film. 


Derrick: For once, I agree with you. Each 
director has brought his own vision to the 
series, and each movie seems to be better 
than the last. This might be the best out of 
the four. 


Chris: Definitely. You would think a dif- 
ferent director would have the potential to 
screw it up, but surprisingly they just 
keep getting better. The acting was phe- 
nominal, and they just keep getting more 
believable with their performances. 


Derrick: I'm always surprised at how well 
the characters are portrayed. Daniel Rad- 
cliffe, Emma Watson and Rupert Grint do 
such a fantastic job for being so young. 
Hopefully they won't be victims of type- 
casting after the series ends. 


Chris: After the series is over they will 
never have to work again anyway. They 
will have “Harry Potter” money. In addi- 


tion to the acting, the camera work was re- 
ally good as was the cinematography. Also 
the special effects seemed to be improved 
from the last movie. 


Derrick: No doubt. In the previous films, 
it was easy to spot where they used com- 
puter-generated characters in place of the 
actors. In this one, [ found myself believ- 
ing some of the events were really hap- 
pening when, of course, none of this is 
possible. 


Chris: I feel ya on that. Like some of those 
creatures looked so well done and believe- 
able I caught myself wanting to run from 
some of the scarier ones. 


Derrick: There you go being scary again. 
It's crazy how “dark” the atmosphere of 
the films has become over the past couple 
iterations. Not too many movies can 
change moods as drastically as these have 
and still maintain the core audience. 


Chris: The mood has become much darker 
as the characters get older and face new 
trials and tribulations. They went from 
newbie conjurers to up-and-coming wiz- 
ards. To watch the changes that Harry and 
the characters go through makes you feel 
like part of the cast. As Harry faces his 
past and inner demons, it makes you love 
the movies more. 


Derrick: I feel like we haven't given due 
credit to the supporting cast because we 
haven't mentioned how terrific they've 


been. The “Harry Potter” series is the 
only set of movies where every character 
is likeable, even the bad guys. 


Chris: The supporting cast does deserve 
credit. The Bulgarian guys were some of 
my faverites. The bad guys were very 
likeable. Not only were they funny but 
they wee straight up sinister. Ralph Fi- 
ennes as “Voldemort,” Harry’s nemesis, 
was fantastic. He was so believeable. The 
way he talked and acted seriously made 
me cringe because he was so eerie. 


Derrick: I was surprised that we actually 
got to see Voldemort this time. I knew it 
was coming eventually, but it was like I 
wasn’t ready for it. Maybe it’s because in 
the other films he was just hinted at and 
never really discussed because he was too 
horrible to even mention. — 
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Chris: They wanted to throw us some- 
thing new to digest with new implica- 
tions. 


Derrick: Yeah, that could’ve been it. 
Whatever the reason was, I have no prob- 
lems with it. 


Chris: “Harry Potter and the Goblet of 
Fire,” is a must see. J.K. Rowling has given 
us a tale for the ages. Happy holidays and 
see ya soon. 


Derrick: | don’t think I have anything 
more to add to my esteemed colleague's 
closing so, again, happy holidays, go see 
this movie, and be easy. 


Calendar of 
Events 


Thursday, December 1 


Weight Training Class 
Weight Room - HPE 
9am. -10a.m. 


Stress Free Zone 
UC Lobby 
10:30 a.m. 


Movie we the Mall 


Find each of the following words 


CANDYCANES 
EGGNOG 
SANTACLAUS 
MISTLETOE 
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UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT TYLER 


2006 Peltier Business Plan Competition 


University of Texas at Tyler's 2006 Peitier Business Plan Competition seeks 
to encourage entrepreneurial innovations in college and university students. 
Student teams will compete for the following cash prizes: 


2nd Prize - $7,500 
3rd Prize - $5,000 


CONTACT 


Isaura Flores, Ph.D. 
3900 University Bivd. 
Tyler, Texas 75709 
903-565-5834 (ofc) 
903-566-7372 (fax) 


Visit our website for more details today! 


www.uttyler.edu/peltier 


Send us an email today for more information! 


peltierinfo@uttyler.edu 


INFORMATION: 


Peltier 


Class Time: 


MWF 7 a.m. 
MWF 8 a.m. 
MWF 9 a.m. 
MWF 10 a.m. 
MWF 11 a.m. 
MWF 12 p.m. 
MWF 1 p.m. 
MWF 2 p.m. 
MWFE 3 p.m. 


Final will be held: 
Mon, Dec. 5 at 8 a.m. 

Fri, Dec. 9 at 8 a.m. 

Wed, Dec. 7 at 8 a.m. 
Mon, Dec. 5 at 10:30 a.m. 
Fri, Dec. 9 at 10:30 a.m. 
Wed, Dec. 7 at 10:30 a.m. 
Mon, Dec. 5 at 1 p.m. 
Wed, Dec. 7 at 1 p.m. 
Wed, Dec. 7 at 3 p.m. 


Final Exam Schedule 


Class Time: 
MWF 4 p.m. 

TTh 7:45 a.m. 
TTh 9:10 a.m. 


TTh 11:15 a.m. 
TTh 12:40 p.m. 


TTh 3:30 p.m. 


M or MW 5 p.m. 


T5p.m. 
W 5p.m. 


Finals will be held: Class Time: 


Mon, Dec. 5 at 3 p.m. Th 5 p.m. 

Tues, Dec. 6 at 8 a.m. M or MW 6:30 p.m. 
Thur, Dec. 8 at 8 a.m. T 6:30 p.m. 

Tues, Dec. 6 at 10:30 a.m. | W 6:30 p.m. 

Thur, Dec. 8 at 1 p.m. Th 6:30 p.m. 


Tues, Dec. 6 at 3 p.m. 
Mon, Dec. 5 at 5 p.m. 
Tues, Dec. 6 at 5 p.m. 
Wed, Dec. 7 at 5 p.m. 


Finals will be held: 
Thur, Dec. 8 at 5 p.m. 
Mon, Dec. 5 at 7 p.m. 
Tues, Dec. 6 at 7 p.m. 
Wed, Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. 
Thur, Dec. 8 at 7 p.m. 


Saturday classes will have final exams on Saturday, Dec. 10 at the regular class time. Any class time not listed would have the 
exam time of the closest hour. 
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